A Guideline for International Workers in Kenya
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the many years I have been working as a journalist for a travel and leisure magazine in many part of the country including Europe, Asia and some parts of Africa. Recently, I have had the pleasure of traversing across one of re-known country in cross marathons, Kenya. In this particular visit, I was in search of information about the beauty of the Kenyan people and their culture. 
Astonishingly Kenya, one of the members of East- African country is a beautiful place, and the most important aspect when coming to work in Kenya is the friendliness of the Kenyan people; you will feel right at home! If you’re coming to work in Kenya, it’s always advisable to do proper market research and find out about the available job opportunities in the country. You don’t want the disappointment of being jobless in a foreign country. Do you?
Although Kenya is third world country, it’s perhaps one of the fast growing countries in Sub-Sahara Africa.  Unlike the past in innovations in the ICT sector continue to redefine the employment industry in Kenya. Technology has a great impact on most industries including financial services, telecoms industries, healthcare, energy, and automotive. It’s safe to say that companies have become more flexible in embracing technology, which means that there are many jobs available in different markets.
What You Need to Know Before Travelling or Working in Kenya
Generally, entering Kenya is a pleasant and straightforward procedure, particularly if you are getting in through international airports. However, before you are allowed entry into the country by immigration officials, there are certain requirements that you must meet, and they include:
1) Visas
You must obtain a work or tourist visa upon arrival in Kenya. The easiest way to get a visa is to apply online at www.evisa.go.ke.  You need to apply and make payments, and you receive the visa instantly. 
You can also get your visa at any of the international airports as well as at the borders with Tanzania and Uganda; this applies to Canadians, Americans, New Zealanders, Australian, and Europeans, although some citizens from small Commonwealth countries are exempted.
2) Passports
There are no set limitations concerning which nationalities can or can’t be allowed entry into the country. However, your passport must have six months’ validity or more.
3) Currency
The currency that is used in Kenya is the Kenyan Shilling, abbreviated as Ksh. The most popular exchange rate of the Kenyan Shilling is the USD to KES rate. You will be in a position to use Pounds, Euros or US dollars at park entry points and the international airports. However, it’s advisable to convert some of the foreign currency to Kenyan currency to use in settling bills such as food and drinks. Travel expenses and accommodation.
4) Customs Regulations
There are laid out guidelines concerning things you can bring or carry with you as you go back to your country, from Kenya. If you are traveling for work, find out if you need to apply for any permits for particular things. The following are the quantities allowed into Kenya:
· Cigarettes-200
· Alcohol-1L
· Pipe tobacco-250g
· Perfume-250 ML

5) Vaccinations
It’s a requirement that you get certain vaccinations whenever you are traveling to other countries. When visiting Kenya, you are required to be vaccinated against:
· Typhoid
· Hepatitis A
· Tetanus 
· Diphtheria
These other vaccines that make it safer for you though they aren’t mandatory include: 
· Hepatitis B
· Yellow Fever
· Cholera 
· Rabies

6) Language
English and Swahili are the official languages used in Kenya. It’s important to know that Kenya is made up of different tribes, each with its’ unique language.
7) Where to stay
When you come to work in Kenya, accommodation options are numerous; there are many residential houses that you can pay for in safe estates. Alternatively, you can stay in an affordable hotel before you settle in.
What do You Need to be Aware of When Looking for Work in Kenya?
You need to be aware that although Christianity dominates the Kenyan culture, you need to be aware of personal habits and dressing when in the country. Avoid dressing in flashy clothes, wearing flashy jewelry or exposing expensive electronics in public. Tourists are targeted by some opportunistic individuals; hence, dressing down will minimize the chances of being mugged. Avoid walking alone or in dark and deserted streets. It’s better to be safe than sorry!
The organizations I recommend for others to join
Having worked for many years in Kenya, I would recommend you to join the following companies:
· Norwegian Refugee Council 
· World Food Programme
My final piece of advice to foreigners looking for work in Kenya is that they need to be prepared for the possibility of not finding work in the country. The process of searching for work and in Kenya can be demanding and frustrating. That said and done, Kenya has many beautiful beaches, mountains, and wildlife that you can explore as you wait for that job opportunity. 
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